
2020 Christmas Midnight 

1. Where will people find Jesus tonight? In the isolation caused by 
COVID-19 restrictions? In an empty church with only the priest and 
a few of the faithful? In the family without friends or visitors? In the 
substitute livestream Masses? In the virtual meetings? Inside the 
monastery, where the liturgy guides our encounter with the 
newborn Jesus? How shall we find Jesus today? Perhaps in all these 
places. But what is the Lord saying to us this Christmas about finding 
him? Nothing is a limitation for God save our refusal to make space 
for him. We distance but he is ever close! 

2. “What we have to do is to give up everything that does not lead 
to God,” says St Paul. St. Paul is exhorting us to go beyond what are 
our present human expectations and experiences in order to make 
space for the Christian mystery. The mystery of Christmas has 
become over-layered with so many things and expectations that to 
find it again in its simplicity can be difficult. “Everyone went to his 
own town to be registered. So Joseph set out from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem,” that “house of bread” (Lk 2:3-4). Let us set out with 
Joseph, with temperance, justice and devotion to go beyond what 
we see and hear around us. We must set out to go beyond our 
COVID experience and not let it block us from embracing the Christ. 
He is calling us to a deeper, more inward encounter with him. 

3. We could begin with our COVID masks. The Lord comes to us 
unmasked. He prefers, as we know, a face to face encounter. To find 
Jesus in the face of the other is the new path of the Incarnation. It is 
to accept the Divine Son just as he is given to us!  The priest St. 
Gaetano Catanoso, born in 1879 in Calabria, Italy used to say: The 
Holy Face is my life, my strength.” Searching for the Holy Face of 
Jesus in the face of another will give us strength! Strength is 

knowing he is so very close! This is the new challenge of the 
pandemic. He is given to us in every face! 

4. There is a spirituality in faces! This is especially evident in 
marriage. “The grace of God has appeared,” says St. Paul (Tit 2:11). 
The face of God has appeared!  Jesus hides his face behind each 
person’s face, to fulfill those words “so will the one who built you 
marry you!” (Isa 62:5) The language of marriage is to find the face of 
God in one’s spouse. The message of the Christ Child is to tell us he 
is behind each face. He is close. He rejoices even more than we do 
in this closeness, “Thus will your God rejoice in you!” (Isa 62:5) 

5. Let’s look at the meaning of distancing. The Lord spans the 
heavens and comes down to give himself to us in love. Just to have 
the pleasure of seeing and touching each other again as we once did 
will mean we wasted this difficult time. We have gotten used to 
superficiality. To draw near to another is to take upon oneself 
some of the sufferings of another. Microbiologists bring to our eyes 
a vivid image of the virus. If we emerge with eyes that detect the 
presence of suffering Christ hidden behind every face, God’s grace 
has trained us well. The shepherds had this simple penetrating 
glance of faith that melts the distance between faces virtual or 
real. 

7. Finally, the washing or sanitizing. Jesus comes in a cave, a barn, a 
place not known for hygiene. We are aware of our poverty, our 
sinfulness as monks. This is what we must bring to Jesus! This is the 
straw which we offer the Infant. He wants our straws of self-
offering, our acts of reparation for ourselves and others with the 
little we have. We are squeamish when speaking about these ways 
of the saints today. But He comes to do this very thing for us so 
that we can do it for others with him: “He sacrificed himself for us 
in order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a people so 



that it could be his very own.” (Tit 2:14) Quietly we build up an 
unseen edifice of hope in the hearts of those we know. This gift of 
the Child gives us the strength to stop and reset, to persevere in 
prayer and self-offering. We can silently take up the isolation of 
others, the mental illness of others, hidden pains of family 
breakdown. The Divine Infant teaches us this silent voiceless kind 
of suffering. 

6. The shepherds approached and were transformed by their 
contact. They were people on the peripheries. The periphery is 
often voiceless. A monk is a peripheral person! How does a monk 
touch the Christ Child? He spans the distance between souls with 
his intercession, with his longing to see the wounds of brothers and 
sisters bandaged up, through his intimate union with the Lord, 
where in some unseen way he becomes a Bethlehem, a house of 
Bread, a Eucharist for others. God breaks him into pieces and shares 
his humanity with others in unknown ways. As monks we don’t 
want to lose sight of this contemplative way of approaching 
Christmas. But our current situation offers everyone this interior 
journey: Go in, not out! Cleanse the inside, then come out 
renewed with love. 

8. To train ourselves to go beyond the masks, to the presence of the 
Lord within; to go beyond the distance, so that we can become 
eucharist with the Eucharist. This is the call to us this Christmas: to 
reach deep within, to commit again to this interior way of living in 
which the whole body of Christ offers itself for the life of the 
world. 

 


