
2021 Ascension 

1. What are you staring at? If you stare at an artistic rendering of 
the Ascension you will see that the vestments of Christ are depicted 
in gold or white, signifying the divine nature and the glorified 
human nature of Christ. The power of the Ascension in our bodies 
makes us all feel like children in a day care center staring at the 
door of the center. We know we will be picked up by our parents 
once they have finished their work and then be taken home. “This 
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way as you have seen him go there.” (Acts 1:11) He will 
take you to himself, “so that where he is you may be also.” (cf. Jn 
14:3)  He has gone to prepare a place for you. 

2. While on earth, Jesus was the glue that held his disciples 
together in perfect unity. After his resurrection, for forty days it 
was his resurrected appearances that were the glue that held all the 
believers in unity. After the Ascension, the Holy Spirit will be the 
glue that holds all Christians together. But the mystery of the 
Ascension itself is a kind of glue that cements Jesus’ glorified body 
to his earthly Body. The Ascension does not merely propose a 
change in our thinking, it demands it! It demands that the Body on 
earth be recognized for what it is in heaven. Christ’s Body is one. 
And here we are not just speaking of believers who are joined to 
him in a special and unique way. But he is one with the whole 
human race. His Body is now everywhere and in everyone. When 
we treat each person’s body as if it were Christ’s Body, then we lift 
up the human family to heaven.  

3. The one who sits in heaven says: “Don’t despise me on earth. I 
know that my glory does not yet shine in your bodies, but that does 
not make me any less present in them. See I have only one Body 
and it embraces the whole human family! In this Body I give 

different and diverse gifts to men and women so that the power of 
my heavenly state may be present in every corner of the world.  

4. When Jesus’ Ascension enters into the prisons and law courts it 
offers another interpretation of the law. For example, we have so 
many human reasons to maintain the death penalty, but can we 
take in hand the death of another when Jesus says to us, “Whatever 
you do to the least of these you do to me?” (cf. Mt 25:40) When we 
choose to abolish the death penalty we introduce the feast of the 
Ascension into our prisons and law courts.  

5. Consider how the Ascension enters into the hospitals. When the 
physician recognizes that his profession is not just about upholding 
“quality of life” but life itself destined for glory, he ceases to 
adjudicate about people’s lives and allows the hope of the 
Ascension enter into the suffering earthly body of another.  

6. Consider how the Ascension enters into the economic life of 
society. When those who are not productive and actually inefficient 
are nonetheless permitted to serve and be supported alongside 
others like the unborn, the elderly, and the handicapped, the 
mystery of the Ascension enters into the economy. Life ceases to 
become merchandise and is given back its invaluable dignity. 

7. When we make these connections we realize that the whole 
missionary and social teaching of the Church is pervaded by the 
hope of the Ascension. The deepest meaning about human 
existence is not just technological, social, economic, global or 
environmental progress, rather it is the relationship between our 
human nature now in history and Jesus’ human nature in the 
Ascension. He carries our nature as one with his. The enormity of 
the challenges, the novelty of the situations and the importance of 
the decisions that face us as a human family are threefold: the 
boundary and relationship between nature, technology and 



morality; the understanding and management of pluralism and 
differences at every level (culture, race, religion, philosophy); and 
the tendency to globalization. The Ascension of the Lord answers 
all three of these challenges. (Cf. Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church, 16.) 

9. To the challenge of globalization the mystery of the Ascension 
proposes the solution of fratelli tutti, we are all brothers! To the 
challenge of differences and pluralism the Ascension reminds us 
that when Christ ascended he gave gifts to men and women that are 
so diverse but all for the same work of building up the Body of 
Christ. To the challenge of the boundary and relationship between 
technology, morality and nature, the mystery of the Ascension 
teaches us that solidarity, respect and love will bring about the 
innermost vocation of everyone. Through the Eucharist, Jesus 
keeps his glorified nature in union with our lowly earthly nature. 

10. This is the Good News or the new humanism that every 
missionary carries on his lips and in his hands; it is shaped by the 
mystery of the Ascension of the Lord. The authority to bring about 
permanent change in the social fabric of society is shaped by this 
mystery. This is why at the moment of his Ascension the Lord Jesus 
says to the Eleven, “Go out to the whole world and proclaim the 
Good News to all creation!” (Mk 16:15) Or as Matthew would have 
it: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations…” (Mt 28:18-19) 
Missionary life is our great day care center! Let us seek 
employment in this great day care center of the Gospel! The 
labourers are very few! 

 

 


