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1. The Church which Jesus established is mysterious and 

defies complete description. It’s a temple but more 

than a temple, for something flows from its center and 

renews the whole world. It’s a building, like this 

building, but more than a building. This building is 

complete and dedicated, but the real Church goes on 

growing because it’s made up of people who carry 

God’s Holy Spirit. Yes, it is a building but it is really a 

sign of Jesus’ risen Body. This sanctuary can be 

destroyed but the Risen Body of Jesus can never be 

destroyed. These three strong images from the 

readings open us up to the meaning of the Church. 

 

2. In all these images there are man-made elements and 

God-made elements. In the first reading there is the 

Temple but also the pure and holy health-giving water 

that flows from the heart of the Temple. In the second 

reading, there are believers but also the Spirit of God 

who dwells in their hearts and bodies. In the Gospel, 

there is the Temple of Jerusalem but also the crucified 

and risen Body of Jesus. 

 

 

3. The earthly element is joined to the divine and holy 

element, just as the human nature and the divine 

nature of Jesus are joined in his one person. He did the 

joining and we praise and thank him for this gift of 

union. If he hadn’t joined our human nature to his 

divine nature we would be eternally exiled, separated 

from God. Hell is the opposite of Church! We would be 

wholly focused on ourselves! 

 

4. So if we want to be God’s building, his Church, we 

must be wholly focused upon him. Yet even that we 

cannot do by our own strength and we don’t know 

how. So he does it! As our High Priest, Jesus Christ 

joins each of us to himself and then to his Father, as 

the fire of the oven joins the flour and water into one 

loaf of bread. Before the bread is baked, flour and 

water are only dough. After it is baked it is something 

new. If you eat raw dough before baking you will get a 

bad stomach ache! But after it is baked, your hunger is 

deliciously nourished. As members of his Body, by 

Baptism he takes up into the oven of the Cross and 

allows the fire of the Holy Spirit to bake us! We all turn 

to God the Father in worship in his Crucified and 

Risen Body. 

 

 

5. When he feeds us on the Eucharist he teaches us how 

to be built up, to be nourished. He takes our offering 

of bread and wine and again by the fire of the Holy 

Spirit, makes the sacrifice of the Cross present on the 

altar at Mass. We become what he offered on the 

Cross and now offers on the altar. Only God can do 



that! He transforms our focus from ourselves on to 

him. The Eucharist is true worship because through it 

all our focus is on God alone. Our worship builds us 

up. 

 

6. That is why God’s house is called a house of prayer. 

Not just a house of prayer! But a house of prayer FOR 

ALL PEOPLE. He leaves us a responsibility to do for 

others what he did and does for us, to teach them how 

to become Eucharist, how to worship God and how to 

be built up by the life of the Eucharist in us. He wants 

the whole world to become a human building, a holy 

people in whom God’s fire dwells and produces the 

pure bread of the Eucharist. He wants the whole 

world to become a Temple from which the waters of 

Baptism touch every soul and join them to Jesus Christ. 

He wants the whole world to become bread and wine 

– his Body and Blood, his Crucified and Risen Body – 

broken for each other in charity but then offered up 

together to the Father as the pure and only worship of 

the universe – the only worship worthy of God in every 

time and place! 


