
“Listening to and 

Proclaiming the Word” 

·  St. John Paul II  · 

Excerpt from Novo Millennio Ineunte, n. 39-40 

Listening to the Word 

39. There is no doubt that this primacy of holiness 

and prayer is inconceivable without a 

renewed listening to the word of God. Ever since the 

Second Vatican Council underlined the pre-eminent 

role of the word of God in the life of the Church, 

great progress has certainly been made in devout 

listening to Sacred Scripture and attentive study of it. 

Scripture has its rightful place of honour in the public 

prayer of the Church. Individuals and communities 

now make extensive use of the Bible, and among lay 

people there are many who devote themselves to 

Scripture with the valuable help of theological and 

biblical studies. But it is above all the work of 

evangelization and catechesis which is drawing new 

life from attentiveness to the word of God. Dear 

brothers and sisters, this development needs to be 

consolidated and deepened, also by making sure that 

every family has a Bible. It is especially necessary 

that listening to the word of God should become a 

life-giving encounter, in the ancient and ever valid 

tradition of lectio divina, which draws from the 

biblical text the living word which questions, directs 

and shapes our lives. 
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Proclaiming the Word 

40. To nourish ourselves with the word in order to be 

"servants of the word" in the work of evangelization: 

this is surely a priority for the Church at the dawn of 

the new millennium. Even in countries evangelized 

many centuries ago, the reality of a "Christian 

society" which, amid all the frailties which have 

always marked human life, measured itself explicitly 

on Gospel values, is now gone. Today we must 

courageously face a situation which is becoming 

increasingly diversified and demanding, in the 

context of "globalization" and of the consequent new 

and uncertain mingling of peoples and cultures. Over 

the years, I have often repeated the summons to 

the new evangelization. I do so again now, especially 

in order to insist that we must rekindle in ourselves 

the impetus of the beginnings and allow ourselves to 

be filled with the ardour of the apostolic preaching 

which followed Pentecost. We must revive in 

ourselves the burning conviction of Paul, who cried 

out: "Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel" (1 

Cor 9:16). 

This passion will not fail to stir in the Church a new 

sense of mission, which cannot be left to a group of 

"specialists" but must involve the responsibility of all 

the members of the People of God. Those who have 

come into genuine contact with Christ cannot keep 

him for themselves, they must proclaim him. A new 

apostolic outreach is needed, which will be lived 

as the everyday commitment of Christian 

communities and groups. This should be done 



3 

 

however with the respect due to the different paths of 

different people and with sensitivity to the diversity 

of cultures in which the Christian message must be 

planted, in such a way that the particular values of 

each people will not be rejected but purified and 

brought to their fullness. 

In the Third Millennium, Christianity will have to 

respond ever more effectively to this need for 

inculturation. Christianity, while remaining 

completely true to itself, with unswerving fidelity to 

the proclamation of the Gospel and the tradition of 

the Church, will also reflect the different faces of the 

cultures and peoples in which it is received and takes 

root. In this Jubilee Year, we have rejoiced in a 

special way in the beauty of the Church's varied face. 

This is perhaps only a beginning, a barely sketched 

image of the future which the Spirit of God is 

preparing for us. 

Christ must be presented to all people with 

confidence. We shall address adults, families, young 

people, children, without ever hiding the most radical 

demands of the Gospel message, but taking into 

account each person's needs in regard to their 

sensitivity and language, after the example of Paul 

who declared: "I have become all things to all men, 

that I might by all means save some" (1 Cor 9:22). In 

making these recommendations, I am thinking 

especially of the pastoral care of young people. 

Precisely in regard to young people, as I said earlier, 

the Jubilee has given us an encouraging testimony of 

their generous availability. We must learn to interpret 
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that heartening response, by investing that 

enthusiasm like a new talent (cf. Mt 25:15) which the 

Lord has put into our hands so that we can make it 

yield a rich return. 

41. May the shining example of the many witnesses 

to the faith whom we have remembered during the 

Jubilee sustain and guide us in this confident, 

enterprising and creative sense of mission. For the 

Church, the martyrs have always been a seed of 

life. Sanguis martyrum semen christianorum:25 this 

famous "law" formulated by Tertullian has proved 

true in all the trials of history. Will this not also be 

the case of the century and millennium now 

beginning? Perhaps we were too used to thinking of 

the martyrs in rather distant terms, as though they 

were a category of the past, associated especially 

with the first centuries of the Christian era. The 

Jubilee remembrance has presented us with a 

surprising vista, showing us that our own time is 

particularly prolific in witnesses, who in different 

ways were able to live the Gospel in the midst of 

hostility and persecution, often to the point of the 

supreme test of shedding their blood. In them the 

word of God, sown in good soil, yielded a hundred 

fold (cf. Mt 13:8, 23). By their example they have 

shown us, and made smooth for us, so to speak, the 

path to the future. All that remains for us is, with 

God's grace, to follow in their footsteps. 

 


